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Contextual Technology: Cannibalized Vehicles in Taiwan

Chung-hsi Lin

Program for Cultural Properties Conservation,

National Yunlin University of Science and Technology

“Cannibalized vehicles” are vehicles assembled from useable parts of
salvaged cars. They usually have neither brand names nor legal status in
Taiwan. However they serve various transportation functions throughout
the countryside. Why has the state failed to curb them and begrudgingly
allowed their existence? How do cannibalized vehicles compete with
brand-name vehicles? This paper examines cannibalized vehicles in
Taiwan to understand cannibalized vehicles as a “contextual technology,”
a technology intertwines with its social and historical contexts and creates

its own niche ensuring its own survival.

Keywords: contextual technology, cannibalized vehicles, state policy,

agricultural machine



